ANIMAL (U)MMUNITIKS AND SOCIAL LIKK        Ifi7
tlio following spring before the corn is })Luitcd. Now, the
common little brown ant lives abundantly in tlio corn-
fields, and. in specially fond ol" tho honey secreted by tlio
corn-root plant-louse. So, when the plant4i.eo hatch in. the
spring before there aro corn roots for thorn to food, on, tho
littlo brown ants with, grout solicitude carefully place tho
plant4ico on Llu^ rootn of a (^orlaiu kind of knot-wood whidi
grows in tbo Hold, and protoot ilumi until tlio corn, gor-
niiiuiti^H. Tluui tho uul.H rcunovo tho j)lant4i(^o to tbo roots
of tho oorn, thoir favorite^ food phint. In tho ari<l lands ol:
N<uv Moxi<*.o and Arizona tho ants roar tluvir Hoalcvinsoc.ts
on tho roots of oaotus. Othor kindH of ants <^irry plant-
lioo into thoir nosts and provide thorn with food thoro.
Booanso tho ants obtain food from tho plant-lioo and tako
caro ot tboin, tho plantJico aro not inaptly culled tho ants'
cattlo.
Like tho honoy-boos, tho young ants aro holplesn littlo
grubs or lurvju, and aro oarod for and fod by nurses. Tho
HO-oallod ants' oggs, littlo white, oval masses, whic.h "wo
often soe being oarried in the months ol: antn 171 and out oi!
an ants5 nest, are not oggs, but aro tho puptx) which are
boing brought out to enjoy the warmth and light of the
sun or being taken buck into the nest afterward.
In addition to the workers that build the newt and col-
lect food and euro for the plant-lice, tho.ro is in, many
species of ants a kind ol: individuals called soldiers. Those
are wingless, like the workers, and, aro also, like the work-
ers, not capable of laying or of fortilmng oggs. It; is the
business of tlio soldiers, as their imtno suggests, to fight.
They protect the community by attacking and driving
away predaooous insects, especially other ants. Tho ants
are among the most warlike of insects. The soldiers of a
community of one species of ant often sally forth, and
attack a community of some other species. If successful
in battle tho workers of the victorious community take
possession of tho food stores of tho conquered and carry